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Going Public with Student Writing

“Going public with an audience outside the con�nes of the classroom raises the stakes even higher than
sharing with peers.” — Lauren Jensen, High School English Teacher, Fairfax Co., VA

Encouraging students to go public with their writing is one of the best ways to help them shape their voice
and vision. They tend to care more about making a good impression when they’re writing for a wider
audience. They actually think about their readers and how their words will resonate in print. When students
start to “write like readers,” as Donald Murray said, their writing becomes worth reading.

While opportunities to go public multiply every year, few students pursue them unless prompted by a teacher
in the know. Given the variety of publishing alternatives—in the community and online—it’s easier than ever
to connect student writers with real audiences. Listed below are national and regional opportunities for going
public with student writing.

❊ ❊ ❊ ❊ ❊
Teen Ink www.teenink.com

A monthly journal showcasing the work of teen writers and artists, Teen Ink is the largest publication of its
kind in circulation. It accepts submissions throughout the year in a wide variety of categories—poetry, short
�ction, drama, memoir, editorials, reviews, videos, painting, photography, etc. In addition to the print
publication, Teen Ink provides an online community for creative teens to get feedback on their work, talk with
other young writers, and �nd inspiration.

The Apprentice Writer http://www.apprenticewriter.com

The Apprentice Writer features the best writing (�ction, poetry, personal essay, and memoir) and photographs
among 4,000 entries submitted by high-school students across the country. Edited and published by
undergraduate creative writing majors at Susquehanna University, the magazine is sent to over 3,500 schools
in September. Submission deadline: March (TBD)

Scholastic Art & Writing Awards www.artandwriting.org

Founded in 1923, the Scholastic Art & Writing Awards is the oldest and most prestigious contest for young
writers in the country. Every year over 90,000 students in grades 7-12 submit work in a variety of categories.
Award winners earn national recognition and opportunities for publication, exhibition, and scholarships. This
high-pro�le achievement has launched the careers of many renowned writers and artists, including Richard
Avedon, who called winning his Scholastic Award “the de�ning moment of my life.”

Submission deadline: December (T

The Patricia Grodd Poetry Prize for Young Writers www.kenyonreview.org/groddprize

The Kenyon Review sponsors this annual poetry contest that welcomes submissions from high-school
sophomores and juniors. The winner and two runners-up see their poetry published in a quarterly journal and
online, and the winner receives a full scholarship to the Kenyon Review Young Writers Workshop in Gambier,
Ohio. Submission window: November 1-30, 2015

Smith College Poetry Prize for High School Girls
http://www.smith.edu/poetrycenter/highschoolprize.html

The Poetry Center at Smith College sponsors this annual poetry contest for sophomore and junior girls. Each
year a distinguished poet judges submissions and selects a winner and three �nalists. In addition to the cash
prize awarded to the winner ($500), the three �nalists are invited to spend a day in April visiting the college
and discussing poetry with the guest judge. Submission deadline: December 1, 2015
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Letters About Literature http://read.gov/letters/

Letters About Literature is a national reading and writing contest sponsored by the Library of Congress in
partnership with Target. Thousands of students participate every year by reading a book, poem, or speech and
writing a letter to the author (living or dead) explaining how the work affected them personally. Winning
letters receive state and/or national recognition. Submission deadline: December 15, 2015

JFK Pro�le in Courage Essay Contest

http://www.jfklibrary.org/Education/Pro�le-in-Courage-Essay-Contest.aspx
Sponsored by the JFK Library Foundation, the Pro�le in Courage Essay Contest invites U.S. high school
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